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Brownsboro City Attorney 
P.O. Box 159 
Chandler, Texas 75758 
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Dear Mr. Mills: 

The City of Brownsboro has received a request pursuant to the Texas Open 
Records Act, article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S., for copies of each tragic citation issued by the 
city from January 1, 1992 through June 30, 1992. Your letter referring this matter to us 
was assigned JD# 17650. 

You submit that the tragic tickets, which are kept by the Brownsboro Police 
Department, are excepted from disclosure by section 3(a)(3) and section 3(a)(8) of the 
Open Records Act. 

Section 3(a)(3) permits a governmental body to withhold the following information 
from public disclosure: 

information relating to litigation of a criminal or civil nature and 
settlement negotiations, to which the state or political subdivision is, 
or may be, a party, or to which an officer or employee of the state or 
political subdivision, as a consequence of his office or employment, is 
or may be a party, that the attorney general or the respective 
attorneys of the various political subdivisions has determined should 
be withheld from public inspection, 

This exception does not apply to information that is already available to the opposing 
party in the litigation. Open Records Decision No. 349 (1982). The person charged with 
violating a traffic law receives a copy of the citation; thus, section 3(a)(3) does not apply 
to the trafftic citations. 

Section 3(a)(8) of the Open Records Act permits a governmental body to withhold 
the following information: 

records of law enforcement agencies and prosecutors that deal 
with the detection, investigation, and prosecution of crime and the 
internal records and notations of such law enforcement agencies and 

P.O. BOX 12548 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711.2548 
AN EQliAL E!@LOYMENT OFF”RT~NITY E!“fPL”YER 



Mr. Jay Mills - Page 2 (OR93-071) 
I. , - 

c . 

prosecutors which are maintained for internal use in matters relating 
to law enforcement and prosecution . 

It is well established that certain basic information ordinarily appearing on the first 
page of an offense report is not excepted t?om public disclosure by section 3(a)(8) of the 
Open Records Act. See Heard v. Houston Post Co., 684 S.W.2d 210 (Tex. App.- 
Houston [lst Dist.] 1984, writ refd n.r.e.); City of Houston v. Houston Chronicle Pub. 
Co., 673 S.W.2d 3 16 (Tex. App.--Houston [ 1st Dist.] 1984, no writ); Houston Chronicle 
Pub. Co. v. City of Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.--Houston [14th Dist.] 
1975), writ refd n.r.e. per c~riam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976); Open Records Decision 
No. 127 (1976). The items of information generally found on the first page of an offense 
report include the following: 

name, age, address, race, sex, occupation, alias, and physical 
condition of arrested person; 

date and time of arrest; 

offense charged and court in which it is fried, 

details of arrest; 

~bonding information; 

location of crime; 

identification and description of the comphtinant; 

time of occurrence of the crime; 

vehicles involved; 

description of the weather, 

detailed description of the offense; 
names of the investigating officers. 

You have not sent a sample copy of the trafiic citations used by the City of 
Brownsboro; however, it is extremely unlikely that they would include any information not 
set out in the above list, or otherwise designated as basic infomtation not excepted from 
disclosure by section 3(a)(8). See also Open Records Decision No. 274 (1981) (traffic 
summons and complaints issued by the city police department and filed with the city’s 
municipal courts are public information) (copy enclosed). Accordingly, traflic citations in 
the custody of the Brownsboro Police Department are available to the public under the 
Open Records Act.’ 

lYou do not allege that any information protected by a right of privacy appears on my of the 
tickets. If, howwer, information protected by a constitutional or common law right of privacy appears on 
a traffic ticket, it would be excepted from disclosure under section 3(a)(l) of the Open Record Act. See l 
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Because case law and prior published open records decisions resolve this matter, 
we are communicating our decision by this infomtal letter ruling rather than by published 
open records decision. If you have questions about this ruling, please refer to OR93-093. 

Yours very truly, 

- Susan L. Garrison 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion Committee 

SLGlmc 

Ref: JD# 17650 

Enclosure: Open Records Decision No. 274 

cc: W. E. McLean 
P.O. Box 144 
Brownsboro, Texas 75756 

(footnote continued) 
Industrial Found. of the South v. Texas Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668 (Tex. 1976). cert. denied, 
430 U.S. 931(1977) 


